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GATHERING

WELCOME  Dr. Tim Bruster
Welcome to this special Worship Service of Groundbreaking. In this service, we are 
symbolically breaking ground to signal the start of construction on Phase I of our Next90 
building expansion program.

Here are some people who have had an important role in making this day possible:

Barry Hudson, Building Committee Chair, who has given untold hours of time and 
expertise to this project and has provided stellar leadership.

The members of the Building Committee, including the church staff who have been a 
part of that committee’s work.

The church leaders who have helped lead the church in this vision for the future.

The members of this congregation who have made commitments and given gifts to 
the Next90 Phase I Campaign.

The clergy and staff of this church whose commitment and hard work enable the 
ministries of this church to take place.

The Board of Directors and staff of the First Methodist Church Foundation, who 
are the stewards of the gifts given for the support of the ministries of the church over the 
past 56 years. Throughout the history of the foundation, those gifts have enabled the 
foundation to contribute nearly $61 million to the church. In addition to the ongoing annual 
distributions, the foundation contributed an additional $1.5 million dollars to this phase of 
the Next90 campaign.

Our architectural firm, HH Architects, represented by Tom Willis, Nan Gammon, and 
Bruce Woody, whose bold vision for the future of our facilities caught the imagination of 
our Building Study Committee and became our vision for Next90.

Byrne-Scott Tucker, a Joint Venture, represented by Bill Scott and J. R. Evans, 
whose expertise is visible throughout our community and who have worked alongside 
our building committee and architects as our construction consultants — and now our 
contractors.

GREETING AND OPENING PRAYER  Rev. Lance Marshall
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth.
Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain.
Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, ever exalted yet always near:
Be present with us, gathered together here
to celebrate the beginning of the construction of these new facilities that will serve



to the honor and glory of your great name.
Let your Spirit descend upon all who will worship, learn, and serve here.
Let your glory dwell within the walls of the church and in the larger community
as we go out to be your people in the world.
Fill with your love all who shall seek your face here;
and as they depart from this place,
go with them in the peace and power of your Holy Spirit;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

PSALM 118, selected verses   Mr. Kyle Wagner, Lay Leader
I was glad when they said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the Lord”
Our feet were standing
within your gates, O Jerusalem!
God has chosen and sanctified this place. (1 Chronicles 7:16)
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem!
“May they prosper who love you!
Peace be within your walls, 
and security within your towers!”
God has chosen and sanctified this place. (1 Chronicles 7:16)

HYMN OF PRAISE  How Firm a Foundation Quartet
Mr. Robert Stovall, Mr. Hans Grim, Ms. Peggy Graff, Ms. Alison Haygood

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
1 Corinthians 3:10 –16 (CEB)  Rev. Lance Marshall
10 I laid a foundation like a wise master builder according to God’s grace that was given to 
me, but someone else is building on top of it. Each person needs to pay attention to the 
way they build on it. 11 No one can lay any other foundation besides the one that is already 
laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 So, whether someone builds on top of the foundation with 
gold, silver, precious stones, wood, grass, or hay, 13 each one’s work will be clearly shown. 
The day will make it clear, because it will be revealed with fire—the fire will test the quality 
of each one’s work. 14 If anyone’s work survives, they’ll get a reward. 15 But if anyone’s 
work goes up in flames, they’ll lose it. However, they themselves will be saved as if they 
had gone through a fire. 16 Don’t you know that you are God’s temple and God’s Spirit 
lives in you? 

Matthew 16:13-18 (CEB)  Ms. Danica Knight
13 Now when Jesus came to the area of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who 
do people say the Human One is?”  
14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one 
of the other prophets.”
15 He said, “And what about you? Who do you say that I am?”
16 Simon Peter said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
17 Then Jesus replied, “Happy are you, Simon son of Jonah, because no human has 
shown this to you. Rather my Father who is in heaven has shown you. 18 I tell you that you 
are Peter.  And I’ll build my church on this rock. The gates of the underworld won’t be able 
to stand against it.



Hebrews 12:1-3 (New Revised Standard Version) Dr. Tim Bruster
1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay 
aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the 
race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for 
the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and 
has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.
3 Consider him who endured such hostility against himself from sinners, so that you may 
not grow weary or lose heart.

HYMN Standing on the Promises  Quartet
Mr. Robert Stovall, Mr. Hans Grim, Ms. Peggy Graff, Ms. Alison Haygood

THE GROUNDBREAKING  Dr. Tim Bruster
Not too far northeast of where we stand today, the leaders of this church who went before 
us gathered at 4:00 pm on October 29, 1929 and broke ground to build the beautiful 
building that serves our congregation today. With faith and courage in a difficult time, that 
congregation pulled together to build the facility that continues to be in ministry to the 
community and beyond. They ran the race that was set before them, looking to Jesus, the 
Pioneer and Perfecter of our faith.  
The baton has been passed to us. Now, surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses, it 
is our turn to run that race in this difficult time, continuing to look to Jesus, who is the 
Pioneer and Perfecter of our faith, 
In a moment, we will symbolically break ground by pulling a plow through the earth placed 
here. As we do, we remember that we don’t do anything alone. We are a faith community, 
and it takes all of us, pulling together, to accomplish what God calls us to do in our time.

Dr. Bill Longsworth holds the shovel that was used to break ground 91 years ago, 
engraved to commemorate that event. As we pull the plow through the earth, he will turn 
a shovel of dirt remembering those who have gone before us.

Alice Pepper holds the new shovel, engraved to commemorate our groundbreaking 
today. As we pull the plow through the earth, she will turn a shovel of dirt reminding us of 
the leaders and members of the congregation who will come after us.

Please respond to these statements of purpose with the words printed in bold:

Mr. Mark Burrows:
To provide a place
for children to learn to love God
and grow in grace and goodness,
and in favor with God and all people,
We build together.

Ms. Kat Bair: 
To provide a place
for youth to be inspired to pray and serve
We build together.

Dr. Mike Marshall:
To provide a place



where the weary and heavy-laden shall find inner peace
that the world can neither give nor take away, 
We build together.

Rev. Lance Marshall:
To provide a place
where God is worshipped in prayer and praise,
where the Word of God shall be so read and preached
that it shall become the living Word,
and the Sacraments so celebrated
that all life shall become sacramental,
We build together.

Rev. Phyllis Barren:
To provide a place
where multitudes shall be refreshed in spirit, relieved from pain,
released from bondage, and redeemed from sin,
We build together.

Dr. Zhenya Gurina-Rodriguez: 
To provide a place
where the grace of God may make our human lives into a Christ-like love
and our homes places of living witness
for that realm where Christ is Lord,
We build together.

Rev. Linda McDermott: 
To provide a place
from which, by the power of your Holy Spirit,
your people are sent forth into this community and all the world
as champions of justice and peace to all peoples,
We build together.

HYMN Marching to Zion  Quartet
Mr. Robert Stovall, Mr. Hans Grim, Ms. Peggy Graff, Ms. Alison Haygood

Mr. Barry Hudson, Building Committee Chair:
Now, to the glory of God, we break ground for Phase 1 of our Next90 construction. Both 
the responsibility and the privilege rest upon us to provide the facilities that will be a place 
of worship, learning, and service to the glory of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. When I 
say pull, we’ll all pull together!

DOXOLOGY  Quartet
Mr. Robert Stovall, Mr. Hans Grim, Ms. Peggy Graff, Ms. Alison Haygood

BENEDICTION  Dr. Tim Bruster
Our gathering will soon be ended. Where will we go and what will we do?
We will go out to be God’s people in the world.
May grace, peace, hope, love, and joy forever accompany you.
Amen.
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