
Grace Groups Questions 
Sunday, March 15, 2020 

Sanctuary Service 
Dr. Tim Bruster 
John 10:7-10 

1. What does the image of the gate (or door in some translations) mean in the context 
of shepherds and the practice of shepherding?   

2. How does the image of the gate speak to your own faith and your understanding of 
Jesus?

3. Jesus says that the sheep hear the voice of the shepherd and “he calls his own sheep by name and 
leads them out.  When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow 
him because they know his voice.”  What does it mean to discern the voice of Christ, the Shepherd, 
today? 

The Gathering 
Rev. Lance Marshall 
John 10:1-10 
1. At what times have you been overwhelmed by fear? In what circumstances your sense of safety and security 

has been threatened? 
2. How have you addressed fears in these situations? What was helpful and what was not? 
3. In the Bible God is revealed as the only true source of safety, security and stability through the words of 

Jesus. How could you apply this good news to the times when fear was overwhelming and disorienting? 

DiscipleChurch 
Charme Robarts 
In the book of John Jesus says, “I am the gate.”  In Matthew Jesus says “enter the narrow gate.”    If we keep 
that verse next to the one that precedes it in Matthew, then you have  “treat others like you want to be treated, 
which summarizes the law and the prophets—enter into the narrow gate for the other one is easy and 
wide….” (Mt. 7:12-13)
Now, it’s starting to make sense. Still a difficult thing to live into,  but it makes sense.  So here are some 
conversation starters around the idea of Jesus being the gate to how we should treat others.
 
1.     As a group come up with 5 things/insights that will help us treat others like we want to be treated.
2.    Any stories about trying to treat people like you want to be treated that backfired?  What did you learn?
3.    As with any other set of words, clear thinking people must recognize exceptions, contradictions and more 

than a surface understanding. Where does this idea take you?  
 

eleven:eleven 
Rev. Tom McDermott 
When this verse is combined with the ones that precede the same saying in Matthew’s gospel (ch 7), we see 
that Jesus is saying, the way of life is the way of “treating others as you would want to be treated” - what many 
religions and cultures have come to understand as “the golden rule." This is the gate (the harder, narrow way) 
of the Good Shepherd who invites others to live life to the fullest.  But we see that that fullness is somehow 
also tied to how the “sheep" live.  

1. Think about times and places where you have felt someone’s presence and/or actions provided a way 
forward when you were feeling emotionally spent or confused about what to do next in your life.  

2. What are some everyday actions that we could do to treat others like we’d want to be treated?  
3. If being like Jesus is being like a gateway to living life more fully, name three things that being a “sheep" 

in Jesus’ fold is not.  


