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1. Advent is a season of preparation.  What does it mean to prepare room in our hearts 
to receive the Christ Child anew?

2. The words of Isaiah to the people of his day called for making a way for God: “In the wilderness prepare 
the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  Every valley shall be lifted up, 
and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places 
a plain.”  Thinking about our lives today, what are the wilderness times?  What are the valleys, the 
mountaintops, and the rough places?

3. How can those stand in the way of receiving Christ into the center of our living?

The Gathering
Lance Marshall | Colossians 1:15-20

1. How would you describe your image of God? How is that image like Jesus? How is it not like Jesus?
2. Does “God is like Jesus” sound like good news to you? Why?
3. Think of the non-Christian people in your life. What is there image of God? How might they feel if they 

knew that God is like Jesus?

DiscipleChurch
Charme Robarts
Isaiah 11:1-10 paints a picture of mixed imagery—a small shoot coming out of a dead stump, is the first 
image used to describe this one Isaiah said would come to the broken people of ancient Israel. The 
monarchy of the house of David took several hits during the biblical era and so this passage could apply 
to a number of times when Israel had been defeated.  As Isaiah presents a hopeful vision of a new king on 
which “the spirit of the Lord” would rest, notice what the concern is---for the poor and needy. Even the words 
“righteousness”  and “faithfulness” in the Hebrew Bible are most often associated with concern for the poor 
and needy.

Isaiah 11: 3-5
He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears; but with 
righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. He will 
strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. Righteousness 
will be his belt and faithfulness the sash around his waist.

1. Do you think it is true that the well- being of any culture rests on how it treats the poor and needy?
2. What can you as an individual do to support the poor and needy?  What can our church do?  What are 

your ideas?
3. Since the kings of Israel and everywhere else have fallen short of this kind of righteousness and 

faithfulness, the church applied these words to Jesus.  Don’t you think it’s interesting that the striking and 
slaying in verse 4 are done with his mouth and lips?  What does that mean to you?  Do you think this idea 
supports non violent approaches to dealing with oppression?


