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Sanctuary Service
Dr. Tim Bruster

1. Do you ever think that once whatever you’re struggling with is over, then you’ll be able 
to be joyful? Does “joy” as most of us think of it sometimes feel contingent on things 
going well or being “right” in our world?

2. Have you ever witnessed unabashed joy, even in the face of hardship, that brings people together in a 
unique way?

3. What is the source of a kind of joy that isn’t dependent on what is going on in your life?  Have you 
experienced joy in a difficult period of your life?

The Gathering
Lance Marshall | Luke 19:1-10

1. Reflect on the character Zacchaeus. Why might people expect a holy, God-focused person like Jesus to 
avoid Zacchaeus? What does Jesus signify when he says he wants to stay with Zacchaeus?

2. Lance described the phenomenon that some people feel that have to become “better” before God will 
love them or be with them. Why might people feel this way? Have you ever felt that way?

3. God wants to meet us “where we really are.” What allows us to know that we are “meeting,” or living in 
relationship with God?

eleven:eleven
Rev. Tom McDermott

isaiah 35: 18,19
“do not cling to events of the past or dwell on what happened long ago.watch for the new thing i am going 
to do. it is happening already—you can see it now! i will make a road through the wilderness and give you 
streams of water there.

luke 19: 37-40
as Jesus was now approaching the path down from the mount of olives, the whole multitude of the disciples 
began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had seen, saying, “blessed 
is the one who comes in the name of the lord! peace in the highest heaven!”
some of the pharisees in the crowd said to him, “teacher, order your disciples to stop.” and he answered, “i 
tell you, if they were silent, the stones would shout out.”

Both passages above speak to a kind of sacred animation of all of life, reflecting joy, love, peace - all of life 
incarnate with God’s presence here and now. Where have you experienced this kind of incarnation of God’s 
love and sense of joy from life around you, especially when an experience or other people had otherwise left 
you feeling isolated or sad?


