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Sanctuary Service
Dr. Tim Bruster

1. Advent is a season of preparation.  What does it mean to prepare room in our hearts to receive the Christ 
Child anew?

2. The words of Isaiah to the people of his day called for making a way for God: “In the wilderness prepare 
the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  Every valley shall be lifted up, 
and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places 
a plain.”  Thinking about our lives today, what are the wilderness times?  What are the valleys, the 
mountaintops, and the rough places?

3. How can those stand in the way of receiving Christ into the center of our living?

The Gathering
Lance Marshall | Matthew 1:18-23

1. Lance mentioned some of the “bad news” stories that people can find themselves in. What “bad news” 
are you experiencing at the moment?

2. How might Christ, God-with-us, be “good news” in the midst of that bad news?
3. When and how have you sensed that God is present and at work?

eleven:eleven
Rev. Tom McDermott

Our text for Sunday, Dec 1, was Isa 40:3-5, an often read text this time of year. The prophet Isaiah 
proclaims to the Hebrew people that God, and the very substance of joy at the heart of life, is present and 
will continue to be present, even in such times as being in captivity or oppressed.  But people must make 
room in their lives for it to be seen and experienced.  CS Lewis once wrote that “joy is the serious business 
of heaven.”  And Ross Gay, the African American poet, urban community advocate, and civil rights activist 
was once asked, “How can we be joyful at a time like this?”  To which he responded, “How can we not be 
joyful, especially at a time like this?” 
1. If as Jesus said in the Gospels, the kingdom of heaven is at hand, in a way that is both present and 

future, why is it so hard for us to experience this joy? 
2. Ross Gay (in his book of essays,“The Book of Delights”) writes about “tending joy” in our daily lives.  

What might that look like in your life?

DiscipleChurch
Charme Robarts

1. The text of Isaiah 11 though set in another time and place sends a message of hope in the middle 
of disappointment and fear. A tender shoot coming out of a stump, lions lying down while a sheep 
plays the role of a shepherd to them, and child playing games near a snake pit. Those last two are 
particularly strange, but all speak of something surprising and a sort of turn of events.  Tell a real life 
story of realizing the presence of God in a surprising turn of events.

2. The song joy to the world contains the line--let every heart prepare him room--where can you make 
room for more the way of Jesus in your heart and in what you do?  Who has made room for you?


