
Grace Groups Questions
Sunday, May 19, 2019

Sanctuary Service
Dr. Tim Bruster | John 13:31-35 

1. When you think about the teachings of Jesus, what do you see as the “main thing?”
2. If love is the main thing for Jesus and he commands us to love, how do you respond to that command?  

What does that mean for you in your day-to-day life with all its challenges?  What challenges you most 
about that commandment?

3. We all have at least one person in our lives who is hard to love.  What does it mean to love that person?  
How do you live that out?  So how do you love someone like that? 

The Gathering
Rev. Lance Marshall | Genesis 50:15-21

1. Think about Joseph’s story. What does it mean that “the Lord was with Joseph” even when terrible things 
happened to him?

2. What did Joseph’s brothers expect Joseph to do when he had power over them? How did they feel when 
he acted differently?

3. Is there anyone in your life who you experienced a “tables have turned” moment with? How did you act, 
and what was the result?

DiscipleChurch
Charme Robarts

1. Many of the parables of the kingdom of heaven in Matthew 13 speak of abundance.  So assuming we 
think that on the surface these mean that the kingdom of heaven is greater than we can imagine, what 
else do you make of all this excessiveness?

2. Two men sold everything they had—one to buy a treasure hidden in a field, and one to buy a valuable 
pearl.  The common understanding is that this means we should give everything we have to take 
hold of the kingdom.  But break that down—what about that understanding could be misleading, or 
misappropriated?

3. Use your imagination on these parables—what happens after a bumper crop, after making enough 
bread dough to feed an army ( 3 measures of flour is a bushel) and what happens after you’ve sold 
everything—is this a story about wisdom? Or something else?

eleven:eleven
Tom McDermott | Corinthians 1:22-24

1. Paul called Christ crucified as foolishness and scandal. Why is Jesus’ death seen as foolishness and 
scandal?  Does our culture center itself largely around materialism and success with an avoidance of 
suffering and death? In what ways does “dying to self”, living for others, seem foolish?  The Roman 
empire was all about masculinity, strength and peace through power. How is Christ crucified foolish in 
that light? 

2. What is revealed in Jesus as the Christ that fulfills God’s glory If we think back on the Beatitudes, how do 
Jesus’ life and teachings look foolish? Scandalous?  

3. How might being “fools for Christ”, being foolish, be living as Christ would have his disciples live? What 
would this foolishness look like for you?


