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Sanctuary
Dr. Tim Bruster

1. In what ways have you invested your time, your talents, and your treasure?
2. What investments in the next generations are most important?
3. How does compassion play into your decisions about what you will invest yourself in for the sake 

of others? How would you hope or expect this investment to endure?

The Gathering
Rev. Lance Marshall

1. What compassion and justice ministries through FUMC are you aware of? What other 
community needs can the people of the church try and meet?

2. What is your favorite way of supporting or helping others in need?
3. If you could single-handedly “fix” a social issue, what would it be and why?

eleven:eleven
Rev. Tom McDermott | Amos 6:6-8, Matthew 6: 19-21

1. Australian aboriginal writer and indigenous rights activist Lila Watson wrote, “If you have 
come here to help me, you are wasting your time. But if you have come here because your 
liberation is bound up with mine, then let us work together.”  What do her words say to you about 
compassion? How can compassion become too empathetic and dysfunctional?  

2. In the Pirates of the Carribean films, Jack Sparrow is well-known for his quirky compass. It’s 
actually a highly coveted piece of technology in the films.  But its uniqueness lies not in it’s 
reliability to help you orient toward True North, but rather that “it points to the thing you desire most 
in this world.”  The Matthew text reminds us that where our treasure is there our heart will be as 
well. What might compassion toward others have to do with what I truly desire most in the world? 

3. Author and theologian, Fredrick Buechner wrote, “The place God calls you to is the place where 
your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.”  What might this “place” look like, or where 
might it show itself, in your life?  How might this remind us of what it is to walk in humility with God?

DiscipleChurch
Rev. Mary Ellen Barrow

1. How can we allow the grace of God to pervade the essence of our being so that our identity is 
transformed to see others as “us” rather than “them?”

2. We are better together…There is mutuality in interdependence in living our faith as this journey 
is not one of isolation. How can we resist the human tendency to think of the objectified other, 
particularly in those with whom we disagree?

3. This is us...who is my neighbor? How can we live into being a neighbor with authentic 
relationships, to make love visible in our community of faith? What barriers prevent meaningful 
connections with others?


