
Sunday in the Christian calendar is the 
day we remember the experience of Jesus 
and his inner circle of disciples called The 
Transfiguration.  He took Peter, James 
and John up on a mountain to pray.  The 
disciples were heavy with sleep.  While he 
was praying, the appearance of his face 
changed, and his clothes became dazzling 
white.  

Suddenly these disciples saw two men, 
which they understood to be Moses and 
Elijah, talking to Jesus.  It was a remarkable 
experience for them.  Peter — who was 
often the first to speak and somewhat 
impulsive — said to Jesus, “Master, it is 
good for us to be here; let us make three 
dwellings or booths, one for you, one for 
Moses, and one for Elijah.”  

Luke says that Peter really didn’t know what 
he was saying.  But, while he was saying 
this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; 
and they were terrified as they entered the 
cloud. Then from the cloud came a voice 
that said, “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen 
to him!”  When the voice had spoken, Jesus 
was once again alone.

Now, this was an experience like no other.  
It was one of those very special, spiritually 
charged moments.  It was — as we now say 
— a “mountaintop” experience.  

We have those sometimes.  You probably 
know something of what that is like.  It is that 
feeling of being particularly close to God.  It is 
that experience when all seems right with the 
world and you sense a clarity of purpose.  It 
is that feeling when Christ seems especially 
present.  You know—a mountaintop 
experience.  We want it to last.  We don’t want 
it to end.  We want to stay in that place. 

Simon Peter must have had that kind of 
experience because he wanted it to last.  
He wanted to put up booths or shelters 
there.  But, Luke says, he really didn’t know 
what he was saying.  Why would Luke say 
that?  I believe it is because what Peter was 
suggesting wasn’t possible.  We cannot 
stay on the mountaintop.  We have to leave 
and go back down to the places where life 
is lived.  That is, in fact, where Jesus led 
them next and it was in the valley that they 
encountered once again those needing 
help and healing.  Having been to the 
mountaintop to pray gave them the focus 
and energy to face the needs in the valley.

Jesus said on many occasions, “Follow me.”  
Where he leads us is to the mountaintop 
where we recognize him as the Son of God 
and where we listen to him and where we 
experience a closeness to God.  And he 
leads us into the valleys where we encounter 
trial and challenges and needs that we can 
address.  

Where is Jesus leading you?  Are you willing 
to follow up to the mountaintops and down 
into the valleys?

I look forward to seeing you Sunday as we 
consider together what it means to follow 
Jesus.

Grace and Peace,

P. S. – Sunday is also that very special day in 
the life of our church when we celebrate the 
babies born within our congregation during 
the past year.  What a blessing they are!

“Follow” | Luke 9:28-36

As we conclude our series, “What Now?” we hear a 
sixth imperative from Jesus’ teachings:  FOLLOW. 
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WORSHIP
Sanctuary Worship
Dr. Tim Bruster | “Follow”
9:30 and 11:00 am | Sanctuary

Disciple Church
Rev. Brooks Harrington 
8:30 am | Leonard Memorial Chapel

eleven:eleven celebration
Charles Gaby, MA, LPC 
“Dreams in the Wilderness”
11:11 am | Wesley Hall
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Music & Worship Notes:

Interested in ringing?
Join our Handbell Choir – and become 
part of the exciting new ensemble 
everyone is talking about Contact Janis 
Rathburn at 817/339-3883.

It’s the cutest Sunday of the Year! 
BABY CELEBRATION SUNDAY
Babies are everywhere; blessings are 
flowing; moms sing with the Children’s 
Choir and Junior Worship Leaders 
at the 9:30 and 11:00 am Sanctuary 
worship services.
Youth Choir rehearses 4:00 - 5:30 pm



LENT 2013
Lent is a season of 40 days (not counting 
Sundays) which begins on Ash Wednesday 

and ends on Holy 
Saturday.  It is the 
season of the Christian 
year which asks that 
we, as persons of faith, 
look inward, opening 
ourselves to the ways in 
which God can continue 
to work in our lives.  In 
Wesleyan terms, “going 
on to perfection.”  This 

year, as we explore the theme of brokenness 
within our understanding of God’s presence 
of healing and wholeness, we will center 
our thoughts less about penance and more 
about healing what has been hurt.  From this 
perspective, the journey to Easter is more 
about learning and preparing to “live the 
Easter life”; a life of joy and peace.  Each 
of us has experienced hurt in some way, 
bringing a sense of brokenness.  To move 
toward healing is to offer the gift of love 
and wholeness (or wholi-ness), not only for 
ourselves but also for others as we come to 
see each person as a vessel of God’s love 
and as we come to desire that wholeness 
for all creation.  The image of a vessel in the 
form of a beautiful glass container and the 
image of broken glass in the form of tumbled 
beach glass is a visual metaphor upon which 
the message of healing our brokenness will 
be developed. 

THE ROAD TO LENT 
Sunday, 2.10 | 9:30 am | Wesley Hall
Reverend Gena Anderson and Lindy Cabe 
With this brief introduction to the historical 
practices of Lent as preparation, you will 
be ready to experience a more meaningful 
season of Lent this year.  

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER
Tuesday, 2.12 | 5:30 – 7:30 pm  Justin 
Youth Building
Indulge on delicious pancakes served up 
in style by our Youth and their families, with 
special activities and crafts for children. 
$10 per individual, $25 per family; proceeds 
benefit youth missions.

ASH WEDNESDAY 
Wednesday, 2.13 
Ash Wednesday begins our focus on 
understanding brokenness (in our own 
lives and in this world).  We begin the work 
of naming brokenness in this moment.  
This service of worship, led by Rev. Linda 
McDermott, will include a dramatic use 
of broken glass on the altar, stories of 
brokenness experienced within the Christian 
framework of hope and healing, and an 
opportunity for the imposition of ashes at the 
kneeling rail as you are invited to affirm your 
trust in God for this journey to wholeness.

CENTERING PRAYER
Wednesday Mornings | Room 147
2.13 – 3.27
7:00 – 7:45 am | Dr. Mitzi Ellington
 8:30 – 9:00 am | Dr. Len Delony  
Includes some discussion of Thomas 
Keating’s Open Mind, Open Heart, a 
foundational work for the Christian practice of 
Centering Prayer.

LECTIO DIVINA OR “SACRED READING”
Wednesday Mornings | Room 147
2.13 – 3.27 | 9:00 – 9:30 am | Dr. Len Delony  
This 5th Century spiritual practice is a way 
of reading scripture “with ears of the heart” 
for spiritual formation, transformation and 
discernment.
 
INTERCESSORY PRAYER 
Wednesday Mornings | Room 147
2.13 – 3.27 | 9:30 – 10:00 am 
Dr. Len Delony
Offers dedicated opportunity to pray 
for concerns in our community (as 
communicated through prayer cards, the 
prayer-line, email, etc.) and share prayer 
concerns from within the group.     

SACRED SPACES
2.13 | 7:00 am – 9:00 pm | Wesley Hall
Begin your 40-day Lenten journey with this 
Sacred Spaces, “Holy Vessels: Healing 
and Wholeness” devotional and prayer 
experience in a transformed Wesley Hall 
with a variety of prayer and reflection 
opportunities as your time allows.  A small 
labyrinth will be available, along with 
materials and information for exploring this 
ancient rite of contemplative prayer.

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 
7:00 pm | Sanctuary 
“Shattered”
Ash Wednesday begins our focus on 
understanding brokenness (in our own 
lives and in this world).  We begin the work 
of naming brokenness in this moment.  
This service of worship, led by Rev. Linda 
McDermott, will include a dramatic use 
of broken glass on the altar, stories of 
brokenness experienced within the Christian 
framework of hope and healing, and an 
opportunity for the imposition of ashes at the 
kneeling rail as you are invited to affirm your 
trust in God for this journey to wholeness. 
 
CHILDREN’S ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 
Mr. Mark Burrows
7:00 pm | Room 204 (Art Room)
“Why do we get ashes on our heads?”
Children will sing songs, participate in many 
different forms of prayer, and receive the 
imposition of ashes as they learn about Ash 
Wednesday and its significance. This special 
kid-friendly service parallels adult worship in 
the Sanctuary. 

REGISTER TODAY FOR ADULT STUDIES
9:00 am – 12:00 pm  
Adult Education Office

CAPERNAUM TO THE CROSS
Sundays 2.17 – 3.24
8:30 – 9:20 am | Room 350
Dr. Lamar Smith leads this study of Luke 
9:51 through Luke 23 to follow Jesus’ journey 
from Galilee to the cross, exploring some of 
his greatest parables, healing, discussion 
and debates. 

2.17 EMPIRE OF SCROUNGE: TURNING 
TRASH INTO TREASURES
6:00 pm | Wesley Hall
Dr. Jeff Ferrell,  TCU professor of Sociology 
and author shares insights gleaned from 
years of dumpster diving. His book, Empire of 
Scrounge: Inside the Urban Underground of 
Dumpster Diving, Trash Picking, and Street 
Scavenging is available for $20 in the Adult 
Education office.    

A THOUGHTFUL FAITH: 
THE ART OF WRITING
6:30 – 8:00 pm | Room 154
Sundays  2.17 – 3.3
A four-week study to explore our faith stories 
and how we can communicate them better.  
TCU Journalism professor, Dr. Daxton “Chip” 
Stewart, a member of our church, will guide 
this reflective writing experience with a 
combination of lecture, writing prompts and 
guidance for developing a regular writing 
practice.

MOSAIC MONDAYS
6:30 – 8:30 pm | Wesley Hall
Mondays 2.18 – 3.11
Local artist Tina McIntire will teach this 
four-week class on the basics of making 
mosaics.  The class will work on a large 
project together, and this project will be 
displayed at our church.  Class is limited to 
25 participants; $80 per person to cover the 
cost of materials. 

STRENGTH FOR THE BROKEN PLACES 
11:00 – 12:00 pm | Room 350
Wednesdays 2.20 – 3.27
This will be a guided study by Dr. Mike 
Marshall of the book, Strength for the Broken 
Places by Dr. James Harnish, to help answer 
the question of how to find the strength to put 
our lives back together, once broken. 
    
2.27 A BOOK REVIEW OF 
SEA GLASS
7:00 – 8:00 pm | Wesley Hall
This guided study by Rev. Linda McDermott 
of the book Sea Glass by Anita Shreve 
examines a powerful story of how our lives 
are interconnected. The book review is free; 
copies of the book are available in the Adult 
Education Office for $12. 
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2.13 ELIZABETH CIRCLE 
11:30 – 1:00 pm | Room 147
Elizabeth Circle is a group of women 
with young children.This month’s 
speaker: FUMC Youth Ministry 
Director, Casey Langley.  Please 
contact Mary Catherine Parsons at 
mcatherineparsons@gmail.com for 
more information.

2.24  COWTOWN MARATHON
The 35th Cowtown Marathon weekend 
is almost here! The race starts at 
7:00 am and may affect church traffic. 
Additional information and a map 
of the event can be found at www.
cowtownmarathon.org.  

3.3 FUMC HOSTS  
MICHAEL HINGSON
9:30 am | Wesley Hall
The Lighthouse for the Blind of Fort 
Worth will host Michael Hingson, blind 
9/11 survivor and #1 New York Times 
best-selling author of Thunder Dog: 
The True Story of a Blind Man, His 
Guide Dog & the Triumph of Trust at 
Ground Zero. Pick up a copy of the 
book in the main office for $13.

3.19 BROWN BAG LUNCH 
12:00 – 1:00 pm | Wesley Hall
Join us for a brown bag book review 
on Michael Hingson’s book, Thunder 
Dog – The True Story of A Blind Man, 
His Guide Dog and the Triumph of 
Trust, led by Reverend Chuck Graff.  

CHURCH-WIDE OUTDOOR 
MINISTRY MEETING
2.17 | 12:00 pm | Room 231
Learn about upcoming one-day and 
weekend retreats now being planned:
4.5-7 | Mineral Wells State Park 
Retreat
5.3-5 | Daingerfield State Park 
Retreat
Contact Rev. Chuck Graff (cgraff@
myfumc.org) at 817/339-5065 for more 
information. 

2.24 KENYA MISSION TRIP 
INFORMATION MEETING 
12:15 pm | Room 154
To learn more details about this 
exciting and transformative service 
opportunity, contact Nancy Tully 
(ntully@myfumc.org) at 817/339-5063 
or attend the information meeting!

2.10 FORT WORTH DISH OUT
5:30 pm | The Marquis on Magnolia 
Come out and support the Mission at 
this community-wide event featuring 
three local service organizations. Your 
attendance is your vote; organization 
with the most votes keeps 60% of 
event proceeds. Register at www.
fortworthdishout.org.  

PEANUT BUTTER CHALLENGE
Remember the great Peanut Butter 
brand debate between our own 
Dr. Mike Marshall and (formerly one of 
our own clergy) Dr. Jim Conner?  
They are at it again. This month’s 
Mission donation emphasis on peanut 
butter reignites this old rivalry — with 
a twist!  Whichever congregation 
contributes the most peanut butter 
(measured in ounces) will win its 
pastor the opportunity to wear the 
soon-to-be-coveted Peanut Costume.  

So spread the love and win Dr. Mike 
the costume! Contact Page Hines 
(Phines@firststreetmission.org) at 
817/ 339-8881.

2.10 ROOTS OF CHANGE BEGINS
Learn how patterns in emotions impact 
how we work, think, pray and love. 
Classes in room 274 of the Foundation 
Building. Contact Marianne Wilson 
(mwilson@myfumc.org) at 817/339-
5071. For class times and information 
visit www.rootsofchange.com.

2.17 – 3.10 PREPARING FOR 
MARRIAGE
Charles Gaby, MA, LPC 
$160/ couple | 9:00 – 10:30 am  
Room 370 | Foundation Building 
Register by February 10. Contact 
Marianne Wilson (mwilson@myfumc.
org) at 817/339-5071.

2.24 – 4.14  FIGHTING PENGUINS 
BASKETBALL 
Sunday Afternoons | Justin Bldg.
2.24 YOUTH MINISTRIES $10 PROM  
5:30-7:30 pm | Justin Building 
3.2-3 HIGH SCHOOL RETREAT
Cost $25 | Lyle Lodge
Details to come! 

2.27 FEBRUARY GOOD BOOK 
CLUB 6:15 pm | Children’s Area
Kindergarten & Younger 
The Circle of Days by Reeve Lindbergh
1st - 3rd Grade
Praying in Color (kids’ edition) 
by Sybil MacBeth
4th Grade & Older
In God’s Name by Sandy Sasso 
Grown-Ups 
Praying in Color: Drawing a New 
Path to God by Sybil MacBeth

3.30 CHURCHWIDE EASTER 
EGG HUNT
10:00 am – 1:00 pm | Lyle Lodge

2.11 SPECTRUM CONCERT SERIES
7:00 pm | Leonard Memorial Chapel
The Spectrum Chamber Music Ensemble 
will return to Leonard Memorial Chapel 
for an evening of music from this small 
FWSO-based ensemble of professional 
musicians. The concert is open to the 
public at no charge. Reception follows in 
Wesley Hall.



Aldersgate Couples I Room 333 at 9:30 am
Cana Disciples I Room 332 at 9:30 am
Covenant I Room 331 at 9:30 am
 10 Rev. Page Hines
 17 & 24  Brian Eaton
Creative Couples I Room 310 at 9:45 am
 10 “The Road to Lent: How to Gain More Meaning During the 
  Lent Season” | Wesley Hall 
  Rev. Gena Anderson and Lindy Cabe
Downtown Singles I  Room 340-341 at 10:50 am
 10 Moses (Part 2), Karl Alexander
 17 Dr. Lamar Smith
 24 Judge, Sharen Wilson
Genesis Couples I Room 351 at 9:45 am
 10, 17 & 24 “Jesus”, Dr. Bill Longsworth 
Good Neighbors I Room 334 at 11:00 am
8:30 a.m. In-Depth Bible Study I Room 350  
 (Dr. Lamar Smith, Teacher)
 10 The Gospel of Luke
 2.17 – 3.24  “Jesus’ Last Journey: From Capernaum to the Cross”
Inquirers I Room 352 at 9:30 am
 10  Brian Eaton
 17 Charme Robarts, First Street Methodist Mission, Caseworker
 24 Karl Alexander
Journey I Room 230 at 10:00 am
 10 Restoration and Renewal, Dr. Jim Riddlesperger
 17 Lent Study, Matthew Roth
 24 Lent Study, Rev. Gena Anderson
Koinonia I Room 224 at 9:30 a.m.

Loyalty I Room 334 at 9:30 a.m.
 10 Biblical Insights, Dr. David Grant
 17 & 24 Political Insights, Dr. Jim Riddlesperger
New Horizon Singles I Room 231 at 9:30 a.m.
 10 The ABC’s of FUMC, Barry Hudson
 17 Issues in Methodism, Bliss Dodd
 24 Fear/Unknown, Tom Hardgrove
New Passages I Room 352 at 11:00 am
Partners I Room 320 at 9:45 a.m.
 10, 17, & 24  “How Did We Get the Bible?” – Michael Malloy
Sojourners I  Room 335 at 9:30 a.m. – Jane and Brendan Furnish 
 10 Protestant Reformation (Part 1)
 17 Protestant Reformation (Part 2)
 24 Bible Blog
Trinity Fellowship I Room 340-341 at 9:30 am
Twosome I Room 154 at 9:30 am
 10  Dr. Michael Patison
 17 Ret. Col. Tom Teal
 24 Sid Johnston, Director of the FUMC Foundation
Veriditas I Room 272F (Foundation Building) 9:30 a.m.    
 “Wisdom of the Native Americans” by Kent Nerburn, 
 Beverly Fletcher and Ann Dunkin (All Sundays in February)
 10 Ways of Dying, Passing of the Ways, Ways of the White Man, 
  Ways of Civilization
 17 Heed These Words/The Soul of An Indian, Foreward, 
  Ways of the Spirit
 24 Ways of the People
Wesley Bible I  Room 350 at 9:30 am; Dr. Ron Ballard, Teacher

HOSPITALIZED
Dorothy Schfenknocker, Ann Marie 
Woodruff, Ed Davie, Michael Jaffee, 
William “Raymond” Carr, Pat 
Petrushka

BAPTISM
Benjamin Michael Early
Son of Jeff and Lisa Early

DEATHS
Dr. Harry Taylor , Martha Ann Beall 
Christian, Helen Martin

BIRTHS
Chase Henrik Arnold
Born January 31, 2013. 
Parents: Megan “Meg” and Scott 
Arnold

Eva Jane Sykes
Born February 5, 2013
Parents Lauren and Clark Sykes

In preparation for our upcoming Lenten 
series, “Broken . . .Yet Made Whole,” 

we’ll be exploring the idea of 
different kinds of brokenness  and how, 
despite our brokenness, God’s love can 

restore our wholeness. 
The term “broken” can mean different things 
to different people — and different things at 
different times and stages of life.  In order 
to encompass and address the types of 

brokenness that exist right now in our own 
congregation, we want to hear from you. 
Please fill in the blank below, tear it out 

and return it to a minister. 
All answers kept confidential.  

What does “broken” 
mean to you? 

In other words, name a time in your life when 
your world was shattered, and describe your 

experience of brokenness:
__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

TEACHERS & TOPICS - FEBRUARY 2013

NOTE: If the class you are interested in does not list topics or teachers for this month, we did not receive the information prior to deadline. 
ADULT CLASSES: Please contact Gayle Ammerman (Gammerman@MyFUMC.org.) at 817/339-5091 with your April study topics by March 4. 

Lisa and Jeff Early and son, Benjamin

Tawn Brocksh and 
James Harrison

NEW MEMBERS

Nancy and Mark Schusler


