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I believe the best way to answer that question 
is with the imperatives that Jesus gives directly 
or that are implied in his life and teachings.  So 
far we have considered two:  Seek and Grow.  
This Sunday in our sanctuary worship services 
at 9:30 and 11:00 we will consider another: 

Dream. 

Jesus’ disciples asked him why he taught in 
parables and he answered with some words 
from the prophet Isaiah about listening, but not 
understanding and looking, but not perceiving.  
They were words that spoke of a dullness of 
heart, ears that don’t hear well, eyes that are 
closed.  

He went on to say to them, however, that as 
his followers they had eyes that indeed did see 
and ears that did indeed hear.  It seems that 
being a follower of Jesus means to see and 
to hear and to perceive more deeply and to 
see and hear and perceive beyond the current 
realities.  There is even this remarkable line 
from his words to his followers:  

“Truly I tell you, many prophets and righteous 
people longed to see what you see, but did not 
see it, and to hear what you hear, but did not 
hear it.”

Jesus dreamed of, taught and lived a new 
reality in which God’s will would “be done 
on earth, as it is in heaven.”  He called his 
followers to dream that dream, as well.  

So, what about us?  

If we are to be faithful followers of Jesus, then 
his dream shapes our dreams.  In the New 
Testament book of Acts, Simon Peter interprets
 the dramatic events of the day of Pentecost 
by reminding his hearers of the words of the 

prophet Joel:  “I will pour out my spirit on all 
flesh; your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, 
and your young men shall see visions.”

Dreams have great power to shape reality.  We 
know this to be true because it has happened 
and continues to happen all the time.  

(continued back page)

“Dream” I Matthew 13:10-17

During this series of sermons we are asking the question 
What Now?  After the holidays and the start of a new year, 
what is next in our lives? 

As you can see, this is not your regular 
church paper. Allow us to introduce the first 
part of your new church-wide publications 
program.

FUMC Weekly will bring you each week, 
online or to your house, a quick rundown 
on the time-sensitive news you need 
regarding upcoming events and programs, 
along with study notes and reflections for 
Sunday’s worship, plus news of our church 
family, including new members, births, 
weddings, baptisms and deaths.

Coming up in the next few weeks, look 
for FUMC Connects, a more in-depth 
publication packed with stories about our 
church family, the impact of our many 
diverse ministries, and who we are as a 
faith community working together to Love 
God, Serve People, and Transform Lives.

We do appreciate your patience during this 
time of transition, and welcome your 
comments and suggestions, as well as 
your stories and story ideas. We’re building 
a team of volunteer writers, photographers, 
proofreaders, and social media buffs, and 
will begin training later this spring.

For more information about how to get 
involved with our new communications 
program, please contact Melinda Smoot 
(msmoot@myfumc.org)  at 817/338-5087.

LOVE GOD. SERVE PEOPLE. TRANSFORM LIVES.
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1.13-2.3 UNITED METHODIST 
INFORMATION CLASS
Sundays 9:30 - 10:30 am | Rm. 310 
Hosted by Creative Couples 
For more information, contact Rev. 
Chuck Graff (cgraff@myfumc.org) 
at 817/339-5065 or Dr. Lamar Smith 
(lsmith@myfumc.org) at 817/339-3886.

JANUARY MISSION ITEM
This month’s mission donation focus is 
pudding, fruit or applesauce cups for 
our Stock Show Lunch Program. Bring 
your donations to the Mission between 
9:00 am and 4:00 pm Monday through 
Thursday, or on Sunday mornings to 
the Welcome Center.

THANK YOU!
Thanks to everyone who participated 
in buying groceries to fill the Red Bags 
for First Street Methodist Mission.  Due 
to your generosity, the bags and drop 
off bins were overflowing throughout 
Advent.  Many of our neighbors in 
need will benefit from the tremendous 
success of this year’s drive.

Begins February 4 | 6:00 pm
Room 230 | Main Building 
Hosted by First Street Mission staff 
Great, character-driven fiction. Lively 
discussion and camaraderie. Relatable 
substance to help shine a light on 
who we are called to be as Christians. 
Meets February 4, May 6, August 5, 

and November 4. Our first book, Shine, 
by New York Bestselling author Lauren 
Myracle, is available for $8 in the Adult 
Education Office. For more information, 
please contact Page Hines (phines@
firststreetmission.org) 817/ 335-6080, 
ext. 101.

BEGINNER LEVEL SPANISH CLASS
OFFERED AT FUMC!
Sharon West, a TCU graduate with 
a BA in Spanish and experience 
in teaching both conversational 
and business classes is teaching a 
beginner level Spanish class Thursday 
evenings at FUMC, starting January 
31, 6:30-8:00 pm, in Room 231.  

The class will run through June 27 
and will focus primarily on learning to 
communicate – though some grammar 
and structure will be taught.  

Cost is $50.00; scholarships are 
available.  Contact Sharon West at 
swest124@swbell.net or Rev. Chuck 
Graff (cgraff@myfumc.org ) at 
817/ 339-5065 or for more information. 
 

¡Hasta pronto - 
que Dios les bendiga!

COSTA RICA MISSION TRIP
FUMC’s mission team’s Adult Costa 
Rica Mission Trip is scheduled for 
July 12-22, 2013.  If you would like 
to join us, there is still room for you!!  
Please contact Reverend Chuck Graff 
(cgraff@myfumc.org) at 817/339-5065 
or by 5:00 pm, Monday, January 21, if 
you are interested.  Stop by the table 
near the Welcome Center to purchase 
fantastic Costa Rican coffees and 
candies to support our team!

Deadline for Adult Costa Rica 
Mission Trip Monday, January 21

PRESIDENTIAL PRAISE
Dr. C. Edward Spann, 
retired Dean of the 
College of Fine Arts 
at Dallas Baptist 
University, will speak at 
FUMC on Wednesday, 
February 6 at 11:45 in 
Wesley Hall.  The cost 
to attend is $10 and 
includes lunch.  Call the 
church office 817/336-7277 to register 
by January 28.  

This multi-media presentation will be 
on his book Presidential Praise: Our 
Presidents and their Hymns. The 
result of over three years research, a 
favorite hymn of each president will be 
presented in a unique way. The book 
contains a brief discussion of each 
president’s administration, whether 
or not he was musical, material about 
the music (especially hymns) heard 
in his White House, the story of the 
words and music of his most favored 
hymn and how it may have influenced 
his spiritual journey, and especially 
any crucial decisions he made while 
president. 

The book includes the printed version 
of one of all presidents’ most favored 
hymns as well as a Compact Disc 
sung by the DBU Presidential Hymns 
Ensemble under the direction of Dr. 
Stephen Holcomb. The book was 
released in October 2008, just prior 
to the presidential elections, and has 
gone into its third printing. Presidential 
Praise will be available at the event for 
$35 and includes a custom CD of at 
least two stanzas of each of a favorite 
hymn of every president.  Cash or 
check only are accepted.

u   P R O G R A M S  A N D  E V E N T S  u

Poverty &
Coffee

NOT NECESSARILY 
IN THAT ORDER

  Jesus



u   P R O G R A M S  A N D  E V E N T S  u

1.15 UMM MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Tuesdays | 7:00 - 8:00 am | Rm 154  
All men are welcome to this study 
of “The Shack” by Wm. Paul Young. 
Contact Fred Cantu (fcantu@
carterpark.com) for more information.

1.27  “FIRST FRIEND” TRAINING
Sunday, January 27, 10:30-10:55 am,  
room 154 (near the kitchen).  “First 
Friends”  stand with our newest church 
members when they come forward to 
join our congregation during worship 
services. For more information,
contact Rev. Chuck Graff (cgraff@
myfumc.org) at 817/339-5065. 

2013 COWTOWN 5K WALK/RUN
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 23
Sign up by January 27 to walk/run the 
Cowtown 5K Race with our church 
group or serve at a water station in 
this year’s Cowtown.  Cost is $22 per 
person for the 5K. The race begins 
at 8:30 am on Saturday, February 
23, at the Will Rogers Memorial 
Center.  Contact Sammye Dunn 
(sammyelou9@gmail.com) at 
8l7/705-3136 to register.  

AFTERNOON TEA & STYLE 
SHOW  RIDGLEA COUNTRY CLUB
APRIL 23, 2013 | 4:00 TO 6:00 PM 
Please join us for this delightful new 
take on our annual United Methodist 
Women’s fundraiser benefitting our 
missions for women and children.  
United Methodist Women President 
Anne Paup,  Event Chairs Anita 
McCrary and Jenny Purcell, and 
Honorary Chair Nancy Bryant invite 
you to join us for afternoon tea, 
silent auction and drawing, followed 

by a runway style show featuring 
local celebrity models. Styles will 
be presented by Anthropologie, Ann 
Taylor, White House | Black Market, 
Doncaster, Maverick Fine Western 
Wear and J Saunders Boutique. 
Reserve eight primo seats in Reserved 
Suite Seating for $1500.00 (includes 
8 premium tickets) or purchase 
Individual tickets for $40.00.  For more 
information or to buy tickets, contact 
Anita McCrary at (817) 596-0126 or 
Jenny Purcell at (817) 291-1935.  

2.12 SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE 
SUPPER 
5:30-7:30 pm | Justin Building
$10 per individual | $25 per family
Indulge on delicious pancakes served 
up in style by our youth and their 
families, with special activities and 
crafts for children. Money raised 
supports youth missions. Contact 
Brenda Kegans (bkegans@myfumc.
org) 817/339-3888.  

1.17&18 OPERA IN PRESCHOOL!
Fort Worth Children’s Opera performed 
“The Three Little Pigs” at FUMC 
Preschool. For information on this 
and other children’s opera programs 
available, go to www.fwopera.org. 

1.29  PDO RODEO ROUNDUP
6:00 - 7:00 pm | Justin Youth 
Building
Dress western, and bring the whole 
family to this fun event. Come for 
dinner, games, crafts, face painting 
and farm animals. Please contact the 
preschool if you can help with 

activities or decorations. Contact the 
Preschool Office at  817/870-9174 
for more information. 

2.10  2012 BABY CELEBRATION
11:00 am | Sanctuary
One of our church’s most cherished 
traditions — Baby Celebration Sunday 
— is to recognize as a congregation all 
the babies born in the previous year, 
reaffirming how much these children 
mean to our church family. A reception 
in the Children’s Atrium will follow the 
service to connect these young families 
and acquaint them with our nursery 
and Parent’s Day Out programs. If 
you have a child born in 2012, please 
contact Nikki McInnis (nmcinnis@
myfumc.org) at 817/339-5086 to 
participate in this special celebration.

SAVE THE DATE!
Churchwide Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, March 30, 2013
10:00 am - 1:00 pm | Lyle Lodge

PRESCHOOL / PDO 
PRE-REGISTRATION FOR SUMMER 
AND FALL
Look for your Preschool and Parents 
Day Out (PDO) pre-registration packets 
for this summer and next fall on 
January 24 & 25. Cards are due back 
by February 15, along with registration 
and supply fees for the year. Pre-
registration is open to current students 
and church members whose preschool 
accounts are up-to-date.  Open 
registration for children not currently 
enrolled will begin on Tuesday, March 
5. Contact the Preschool Office for 
more information 817/870-9174.

SAVE THE DATE!
Preschool and Parents’ Day Out 
Annual Auction
Monday, April 8, 2013
6:00 - 9:00 pm | Joe T. Garcia’s



BIRTHS
Charlotte Grace Patti
Daughter of Andrea and John Patti
December 23, 2012.  

Tommy Morrison Dustin Bradford

NEW MEMBERS

Aldersgate Couples I Room 333 at 9:30 a.m.
Cana Disciples I Room 332 at 9:30 a.m.
Covenant I Room 331 at 9:30 a.m.
   20. Rev. Michael Pattison
   27. “Justice for Our Neighbors”, Dean Reed
Creative Couples I Room 310 at 9:45 a.m.
   Methodist Information Class: 
      20. “What Do United Methodists Believe”, Dr. Lamar Smith
      27. “The Rich Heritage of FUMC Ft. Worth”, Barry Hudson
Downtown Singles I  Room 340-341 at 11:00 a.m.
   20. 2012 Tax Law News, Jan Banks
   27. The Bible, Dr. Luther Henry
Genesis Couples I Room 351 at 9:45 a.m.
Good Neighbors I Room 334 at 11:00 a.m.
   20. The Gospel of John (Part 1), Dr. Lamar Smith
   27. The Gospel of John (Part 2), Dr. Lamar Smith
8:30 a.m. In-Depth Bible Study I Room 350  (Dr. Lamar Smith, Teacher)
   Luke/Acts (January - February)
Inquirers I Room 352 at 9:30 a.m.
   20. & 27. Rev. Linda McDermott
Journey I Room 230 at 9:30a.m.
Koinonia I Room 224 at 9:30 a.m.
Loyalty I Room 334 at 9:30 a.m.
   20. Laura Hilgart, President and CEO of Women’s Center
   27. Robert Early, President and CEO of JPS Hospital
New Horizon Singles I Room 231 at 9:30 a.m.
   20. “Life’s Everyday Events/Problems, and How They are Dealt With”, Leroy Groce
   27. “Angels in My Life”, Trish Hill
New Passages I Room 352 at 11:00 a.m.
Partners I Room 320 at 9:30 a.m.
Sojourners I  Room 335 at 9:30 a.m.
   20.  Rev. Phyllis McDougal
   27. “God the Creator”, Marvin Bahnman
Trinity Fellowship I Room 340-341 at 9:30 a.m.
Twosome I Room 154 at 9:30 a.m.
Veriditas I Room 272F (Foundation Building) 9:30 a.m.    
   “Wisdom of the Native Americans” by Kent Nerburn, 
   Beverly Fletcher and Ann Dunkin (All Sundays in January)
Wesley Bible I  Room 350 at 9:30 a.m; Dr. Ron Ballard, Teacher

NOTE: If the class you are interested in does not list topics or teachers for this month, 
we did not receive the information prior to the paper deadline. 

Please submit monthly Teachers and Topics by the first Monday of each month 
for the following month. Make any changes or updates for publication in

FUMC Weekly each Monday by 5:00 pm. Contact Gayle Ammerman 
(gammerman@myfumc.org) at 817/339-5091.

TEACHERS & TOPICS FOR JANUARY 2013

Not pictured - Otha Anderson 

HOSPITALIZED
Charlotte Elizabeth Powell, Eunice 
LaBoon, Carol Rasco

DEATHS
J.W. Renfro, Elaine Swallow, Kali 
McElroy, Alvin Ray Kennedy

BAPTISMS
Amelia Paige Parker
Daughter of Traci and Henry Parker

(continued from page 1)

This Monday is Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.  This holiday 
celebrates Dr. King’s legacy, but it also celebrates the 
power of a dream to create reality.  Fifty years ago this 
coming August he delivered a speech in Washington that 
continues to inspire and is one of our national treasures.  
Here is part of what he said:

I say to you today, my friends, so even though we 
face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, I still have 
a dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in the American 
dream.
I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up 
and live out the true meaning of its creed: “We hold 
these truths to be self-evident: that all men are created 
equal.”
I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia 
the sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave 
owners will be able to sit down together at the table of 
brothehood.
I have a dream that one day even the state of Mis-
sissippi, a state sweltering with the heat of injustice, 
sweltering with the heat of oppression, will be trans-
formed into an oasis of freedom and justice.
I have a dream that my four little children will one day 
live in a nation where they will not be judged by the 
color of their skin but by the content of their character.
I have a dream today.
I have a dream that one day, down in Alabama, with its 
vicious racists, with its governor having his lips drip-
ping with the words of interposition and nullification; 
one day right there in Alabama, little black boys and 
black girls will be able to join hands with little white 
boys and white girls as sisters and brothers.
I have a dream today.
I have a dream that one day every valley shall be 
exalted, every hill and mountain shall be made low, 
the rough places will be made plain, and the crooked 
places will be made straight, and the glory of the Lord 
shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.
This is our hope. This is the faith that I go back to the 
South with. With this faith we will be able to hew out 
of the mountain of despair a stone of hope. With this 
faith we will be able to transform the jangling discords 
of our nation into a beautiful symphony of brother-
hood. With this faith we will be able to work together, 
to pray together, to struggle together, to go to jail 
together, to stand up for freedom together, knowing 
that we will be free one day.

What dreams can we dream today that will shape 
tomorrow’s reality? I look forward to seeing you Sunday 
as we think about that together.

Grace and Peace,


