
 Friends,

Theologian and mystic, Martin Buber, 
observed that our spiritual natures have two 
“pockets.”  When we reach into one spiritual 
pocket, we pull out smallness.  To describe 
that we say things like, “We are nothing 
but dust and ashes.”  If we reach into our 
other spiritual “pocket,” however, we pull out 
greatness.  To describe that we say things 
like, “For our sake the universe was created.”  

To find a place in the Bible where this 
complex, two-fold nature of humanity is 
expressed well, turn to the words of Psalm 
8.  The Psalmist reaches into the smallness 
pocket and says, “Who are humans that 
you, God, are mindful of us and who are we 
mortals that you care for us?”  The Psalmist 
then reaches into the greatness pocket and 
says with equal conviction, “God created 
us a little lower than God, crowned us with 
glory and honor, gave us dominion over the 
works of God’s hands and put all things under 
our feet.” (“Life’s Two Pockets,” Homiletics, 
October 29, 1995)  

Both of these perspectives are important.  
At the same time, both “greatness” and 
“smallness” express the kinds of brokenness 
we experience in our lives.

We begin our Lenten series. “Broken…
Yet Made Whole” looking at these kinds of 
brokenness.  We will see this through the lens 
of one of Jesus’ parables:  The Parable of the 
Pharisee and the Tax Collector: 

Two men went up to the temple to pray, one 
a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  The 
Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying 
thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other 
people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even 
like this tax collector.  I fast twice a week; I 
give a tenth of all my income.’  But the tax 
collector, standing far off, would not even look 
up to heaven, but was beating his breast and 

saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’  I 
tell you, this man went down to his home 
justified rather than the other; for all who 
exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who 
humble themselves will be exalted.

The Pharisee’s brokenness comes largely 
from a kind of blindness to his own self-
righteousness, his own contempt for others, 
and his ultimate lack of trust in God. Luke 
introduces the parable with these words:  “He 
also told this parable to some who trusted 
in themselves that they were righteous and 
regarded others with contempt.”  So broken is 
this man that he is shut off from the working 
of God in his life. His brokenness is a twisted 
version of Martin Buber’s “greatness” pocket.

The tax collector’s brokenness is quite 
different. It comes from his recognition of 
his own sinfulness — and his own need for 
God’s grace and for wholeness in his life.  
His brokenness is the kind described by 
the Psalmist in Psalm 51:17: “The sacrifice 
acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken 
and contrite heart.”  This kind of brokenness 
is also an openness to God — being broken 
open to God and to others. This is a form of 
Martin Buber’s “smallness” pocket. It is this 
kind of brokenness that is most open to the 
power of God to make us whole.

I invite you to think about these two kinds of 
brokenness in your own life as we enter this 
season of Lent, and I look forward to seeing 
you this Sunday as we think about this topic 
together.

 Grace and Peace,

 

“There’s Brokenness and Then 
There’s Brokenness” | Luke 9:28-36

First in the Lenten Series “Broken…Yet Made Whole.”
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WORSHIP
Sanctuary Worship
Dr. Tim Bruster “There’s Brokenness and 
then there’s Brokenness”
9:30 and 11:00 am | Sanctuary

DiscipleChurch
Rev. Page Hines/Rev. Brooks Harrington 
8:30 am | Leonard Memorial Chapel

Youth Worship 
“Broken in the Open” |  Ms. Casey Langley 
9:30 - 10:50 am |  Justin Youth Building

Nontraditional Worship
eleven:eleven celebration
Charles Gaby, MA, LPC 
“The Holey in Holiness”
11:11 am | Wesley Hall
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Music & Worship Notes:

Save the Date! 
Youth Choir Tour
6.24-29 | Nashville, Tennessee
Watch for more details to come!



LENT 2013
Broken . . . yet made whole 
Lent is a season of 40 days (not 
counting Sundays) which begins on Ash 

Wednesday and ends 
on Holy Saturday. 
It is the season of 
the Christian year 
which asks that we, 
as persons of faith, 
look inward, opening 
ourselves to the ways 
in which God can 
continue to work in 

our lives. In Wesleyan terms, “going on 
to perfection”. This year, as we explore 
the theme of brokenness within our 
understanding of God’s presence of 
healing and wholeness, we will center our 
thoughts less about penance and more 
about healing what has been hurt. From 
this perspective, the journey to Easter is 
more about learning and preparing to “live 
the Easter life”; a life of joy and peace. 
Each of us has experienced hurt in some 
way, bringing a sense of brokenness. To 
move toward healing is to offer the gift of 
love and wholeness (or wholi-ness), not 
only for ourselves but also for others as 
we come to see each person as a vessel 
of God’s love and as we come to desire 
that wholeness for all creation. The image 
of a vessel in the form of a beautiful 
glass container and the image of broken 
glass in the form of tumbled beach glass 
is a visual metaphor upon which the 
message of healing our brokenness will 
be developed.

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 
Sunday, 2.17 
Dr. Tim Bruster will preach on the text 
from Luke’s Gospel (Luke 18: 9-14), 
exploring the “brokenness” of the 
Pharisee and brokenness of the Publican. 
How does one’s brokenness become 
God’s opportunity for a new kind of 
wholeness? 

Sanctuary Worship | Dr. Tim Bruster 
“There’s Brokenness and then there’s 
Brokenness” | Luke 18: 9-14 
9:30 am and 11:00 am | Sanctuary 

DiscipleChurch | Rev. Page Hines/
Rev. Brooks Harrington 
8:30 am | Leonard Memorial Chapel 

Radius Youth Worship | Ms. Casey 
Langley 
“Broken in the Open” | Luke 18: 9-14 
Sunday Mornings | 9:30 - 10:50 am 
Radius Youth Worship will be using the 
same scriptures and ideas to shape the 
messages and worship experiences, but we 

will be using puzzles as our guiding image. 
We’ll connect each week to different types 
of puzzles. Some as classic as a jigsaw 
puzzle. Some as goofy and unpredictable 
as Mad Libs. Puzzles can be models for 
our storytelling, our curiosity, our discipline, 
our brokenness, and our putting it all back 
together. This Lent, we’ll be “Putting the 
Pieces Together.” 

Nontraditional Worship | eleven:eleven 
celebration 
“The Holey in Holiness” | Mr. Charles 
Gaby, MA, LPC | 11:11 am | Wesley Hall 

ADULT STUDY SERIES | Dr. Lamar Smith 
“Jesus’ Last Journey: From Capernaum to 
the Cross” | Sunday Mornings, 2.17 – 3.24 
8:30 – 9:20 am | Room 350 
Dr. Lamar Smith shares his personal insights 
and observations of his own studies and 
travels. This study of Luke 9:51 through Luke 
23 will follow Jesus’ journey from Galilee to 
the cross, exploring some of his greatest 
parables, healing, discussion and debates. 
 
ADULT STUDY SERIES | Dr. Jeff Ferrell
“Empire of Scrounge: Turning Trash 
into Treasure” 
Sunday, 2.17 | 6:00 pm | Wesley Hall
Dr. Jeff Ferrell, a TCU professor of Sociology 
and author will share experiences and 
insights gleaned from years of dumpster 
diving. His book, Empire of Scrounge: Inside 
the Urban Underground of Dumpster Diving, 
Trash Picking, and Street Scavenging is 
available for $20 in the Adult Education office. 

ADULT STUDY SERIES | Dr. Daxton 
“Chip” Stewart
“A Thoughtful Faith: The Art of Writing” 
Sunday evenings 2.17 - 3.10 
6:30 – 8:00 pm | Room 154
A four-week study to explore our faith 
stories and how we can communicate them 
better. TCU Journalism professor, Dr. Daxton 
“Chip” Stewart, a member of our church, will 
guide this reflective writing experience with a 
combination of lecture, writing prompts and 
guidance for developing a regular writing 
practice.

ADULT STUDY SERIES | Ms. Tina McIntire 
Mosaic Mondays
Mondays, 2.18 - 3.11 
6:30 – 8:30 pm | Wesley Hall
Local artist Tina McIntire will teach this four-
week class on the basics of making mosaics. 
The class will work on a large project 
together, and this project will be displayed at 
our church. Class limited to 25 participants; 
$80 per person to cover the cost of materials.
 

CENTERING PRAYER
Wednesdays, 2.13 - 3.27 | Room 147
7:00 - 7:45 am | Dr. Mitzi Ellington 
8:30 - 9:00 am | Dr. Len Delony 

LECTIO DIVINA OR “SACRED READING”
Wednesdays, 2.13 - 3.27 | Room 147 
9:00 - 9:30 am | Dr. Len Delony
 
INTERCESSORY PRAYER 
Wednesdays, 2.13 - 3.27 | Room 147 
9:30 – 10:00 am | Dr. Len Delony

NOONTIME REFLECTIONS
Wednesdays, February 20 - March 27
Noon-1:00 pm | Leonard Memorial Chapel
We offer this service of quiet reflection as a 
time of personal devotion and contemplation 
for one hour at midday each week during 
Lent. Food trucks will be available 11:30 am 
– 1:30 pm for a quick lunch before or after 
you enjoy this come-and-go experience, for 
as long as best fits your needs and schedule. 
Beautiful music will backdrop this service. 
Ministers and communion are available to 
any who wish to celebrate communion or 
speak with a minister at any time during 
this meaningful hour of Lenten prayer and 
meditation.

ADULT STUDY SERIES | Dr. Mike Marshall
“Strength for the Broken Places”
Wednesdays, 2.20 - 3.27
11:00 am - 12:00 pm | Room 350
This will be a guided study of the book, 
Strength for the Broken Places by Dr. James 
A. Harnish to help answer the question of 
how to find the strength to put our lives back 
together, once broken. Cost of study $12, 
which includes the book.

Register TODAY 
for Adult Lent Studies in the 

Adult Education Office 
from 9:00 am – noon.  

Classes are filling up and 
are on a first come, 

first serve basis 
so don’t miss out!

Pick up a copy of the 
Lent Brochure on Sunday in the 

Welcome Center, the Narthex, the 
Chapel or Wesley Hall 

for a full description and 
calendar of all the 

Lenten activities at FUMC.



u   P R O G R A M S  A N D  E V E N T S  u

2.17 CHURCH-WIDE OUTDOOR 
MINISTRY MEETING
12:00 pm | Room 231
Learn about upcoming one-day and 
weekend retreats now being planned:
4.5 – 7 | Mineral Wells State Park 
Retreat
5.3 – 5 | Daingerfield State Park 
Retreat
Questions? Contact Rev. Chuck Graff 
(cgraff@myfumc.org) at 817/339-5065 
for more information. 

2.19 BROWN BAG LUNCH 
12:00 – 1:00 pm | Wesley Hall
Join us for a brown bag book review on 
Michael Hingson’s book, Thunder Dog 
– The True Story of A Blind Man, His 
Guide Dog and the Triumph of Trust, 
led by Reverend Chuck Graff.  Michael 
Hingson, the book’s author, will be 
available via Skype so you don’t want 
to miss it! 

2.24  COWTOWN MARATHON
The 35th Cowtown Marathon weekend 
is almost here! The race starts at 
7:00 am and may affect church traffic. 
Additional information and a map 
of the event can be found at www.
cowtownmarathon.org.  

3.3 FUMC HOSTS  
MICHAEL HINGSON
9:30 am | Wesley Hall
The Lighthouse for the Blind of Fort 
Worth will host Michael Hingson, blind 
9/11 survivor and #1 New York Times 
best-selling author of Thunder Dog: 
The True Story of a Blind Man, His 
Guide Dog & the Triumph of Trust at 
Ground Zero. Pick up a copy of the 
book in the main office for $13.

2.24 KENYA MISSION TRIP 
INFORMATION MEETING 
12:15 pm | Room 154
To learn more details about this 

exciting and transformative service 
opportunity, contact Nancy Tully 
(ntully@myfumc.org) at 817/339-5063 
or attend the information meeting!

The Mission’s Laundry Ministry needs 
a volunteer to wash, dry and fold 
approximately 10 loads of laundry on 
Tuesday afternoons.  If interested, 
contact Elizabeth Becker (ebecker@
first streetmission.org) at 817/339-
8886.  

PEANUT BUTTER CHALLENGE
Did you know  the amount of peanut 
butter eaten in a year could wrap the 
earth in a ribbon of 18-ounce peanut 
butter jars one and one-third times?  
FUMC hasn’t collected quite that 
much - but we have collected 1,990 
ounces so far!  It’s a great start, but if 
we’re going to win Dr. Mike the peanut 
costume, we must continue to Spread 
the Love.  Questions? Contact Page 
Hines (Phines@firststreetmission.org) 
at 817/339- 8881.

A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who 
supported First Street Mission at Dish 
Out.  FSMM won the vote with the 
largest crowd in attendance and kept 
60% of the event proceeds!

2.17 – 3.10 PREPARING FOR 
MARRIAGE
Charles Gaby, MA, LPC 
$160/couple | 9:00 – 10:30 am  
Room 370 | Foundation Building 
This workshop helps couples 
recognize and develop strategies for 
approaching issues that may limit their 
satisfaction. Participants will develop 
an understanding of the differences in 
each other’s personality and explore 
powerful means of enhancing the 
intimacy and satisfaction they desire. 
Contact Marianne Wilson (mwilson@
myfumc.org) at 817/339-5071.

2.24 – 4.14  FIGHTING PENGUINS 
BASKETBALL 
Sunday Afternoons | Justin Bldg.
2.24 YOUTH MINISTRIES $10 PROM  
5:30 – 7:30 pm | Justin Building 

SAVE THE DATES:
3.2 – 3.3 HIGH SCHOOL RETREAT
Cost $25 | Lyle Lodge
Details to come! 
4.26 – 4.27 HIGH SCHOOL 
LOCK-IN/OUT
Details to come! 

2.27 FEBRUARY GOOD BOOK CLUB 
6:15 pm | Children’s Area
Kindergarten & Younger 
The Circle of Days by Reeve Lindbergh
1st - 3rd Grade
Praying in Color (kids’ edition) 
by Sybil MacBeth
4th Grade & Older
In God’s Name by Sandy Sasso 
Grown-Ups 
Praying in Color: Drawing a New 
Path to God by Sybil MacBeth

3.30 CHURCHWIDE EASTER 
EGG HUNT
10:00 am – 1:00 pm | Lyle Lodge

SAVE THE DATES:
6.10 – 6.14 | Children of God, 
Citizens of the World: A Mission Day 
Camp

7.8 -7.12 | Vacation Bible School: 
Kingdom Rock

7.14 | VBS Sunday

7.30 – 8.1 | Touch the Water, Taste 
the Bread: Sacraments School



Aldersgate Couples I Room 333 at 9:30 am
Cana Disciples I Room 332 at 9:30 am
Covenant I Room 331 at 9:30 am
 17 & 24  Brian Eaton
Creative Couples I Room 310 at 9:45 am
Downtown Singles I  Room 340-341 at 10:50 am
 17 Dr. Lamar Smith
 24 Judge, Sharen Wilson
Genesis Couples I Room 351 at 9:45 am
 17 & 24 “Jesus”, Dr. Bill Longsworth 
Good Neighbors I Room 334 at 11:00 am
8:30 a.m. In-Depth Bible Study I Room 350  
 (Dr. Lamar Smith, Teacher)
 2.17 – 3.24  “Jesus’ Last Journey: From Capernaum to the Cross”
Inquirers I Room 352 at 9:30 am
 17 Charme Robarts, First Street Methodist Mission, Caseworker
 24 Karl Alexander
Journey I Room 230 at 10:00 am
 17 Lent Study, Matthew Roth
 24 Lent Study, Rev. Gena Anderson
Koinonia I Room 224 at 9:30 a.m.

Loyalty I Room 334 at 9:30 a.m.
 17 & 24 Political Insights, Dr. Jim Riddlesperger
New Horizon Singles I Room 231 at 9:30 a.m.
 17 Issues in Methodism, Bliss Dodd
 24 Fear/Unknown, Tom Hardgrove
New Passages I Room 352 at 11:00 am
Partners I Room 320 at 9:45 a.m.
 17, & 24  “How Did We Get the Bible?” – Michael Malloy
Sojourners I  Room 335 at 9:30 a.m. – Jane and Brendan Furnish 
 17 Protestant Reformation (Part 2)
 24 Bible Blog
Trinity Fellowship I Room 340-341 at 9:30 am
Twosome I Room 154 at 9:30 am
 17 Ret. Col. Tom Teal
 24 Sid Johnston, Director of the FUMC Foundation
Veriditas I Room 272F (Foundation Building) 9:30 a.m.    
 “Wisdom of the Native Americans” by Kent Nerburn, 
 Beverly Fletcher and Ann Dunkin (All Sundays in February)
 17 Heed These Words/The Soul of An Indian, Foreward, 
  Ways of the Spirit
 24 Ways of the People
Wesley Bible I  Room 350 at 9:30 am; Dr. Ron Ballard, Teacher

HOSPITALIZED
Louis Pratt, Norma Loughridge, Ben 
Lanford, Michael Jaffee, Martha Carroll, 
Sam Gill, Rosemary Taylor

DEATHS
Bob Davie, Eunice Laboon, John “Brad” 
Bradley 

TEACHERS & TOPICS - FEBRUARY 2013

NOTE: If the class you are interested in does not list topics or teachers for this month, we did not receive the information prior to deadline. 
ADULT CLASSES: Please contact Gayle Ammerman (Gammerman@MyFUMC.org.) at 817/339-5091 with your April study topics by March 4. 

John Dodson McIntyre
Parents Jessica and John McIntyre 

Chelsey Spurgin and
Jared Geiger

NEW MEMBERS

Jennifer and James Barth

Karen Pitre and son, JohnAshley Sholar

Kristin and Thaddeus Rohskoef
Sons Morton and Henry

BAPTISM


